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State Graduation Requirements for Youth With and Without Disabilities
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 High school graduation requirements for youth with disabilities

State

State provides 
minimum 

requirements, 
and LEA may 
add to them

State provides 
minimum 

requirements, 
and LEA may 
not add to themnot add to themnot

State provides 
guidelines, 

and LEA 
may set own 
requirements

No state 
requirements; 
LEA sets own 
requirements

Other 
requirements1 No response

Alabama B
Alaska B
Arizona B
Arkansas B
California B
Colorado B
Connecticut B
Delaware B
Florida B
Georgia B
Hawaii B
Idaho B
Illinois B
Indiana NSR

Iowa B
Kansas B
Kentucky B
Louisiana B
Maine NSR

Maryland B
Massachusetts B B
Michigan B
Minnesota B
Mississippi B
Missouri B
Montana B
Nebraska B
Nevada NSR

New Hampshire NSR

New Jersey B
New Mexico B B B
New York B
North Carolina B
North Dakota B
Ohio B



State

State provides 
minimum 

requirements, 
and LEA may 
add to them

State provides 
minimum 

requirements, 
and LEA may 
not add to themnot add to themnot

State provides 
guidelines, 

and LEA 
may set own 
requirements

No state 
requirements; 
LEA sets own 
requirements

Other 
requirements1 No response

Oklahoma B
Oregon B
Pennsylvania B
Rhode Island B
South Carolina B
South Dakota B
Tennessee B
Texas B
Utah B
Vermont B
Virginia B
Washington B
West Virginia B
Wisconsin B
Wyoming B
District of 
Columbia

B

TOTAL 31 5 4 6 3 5

NSR = No Survey Response; other checkmarks in the No Response column indicate no response to this survey question.
Note: States in bold letters indicate those states that currently have or will be implementing an exit exam for all graduating seniors.
1 Other options included: state is in transition from local to statewide assessments (MA), guidelines are set for the career readiness and abilities 
programs of study, requirements are established by IEP teams (NM).
2 NM also selected the third response, which indicated that the state provides guidelines and the LEA may set its own requirements. Since the intent 
was for states to select only one of the first four responses for this item, the first response choice was selected.
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 Allowances made for youth with disabilities to receive standard diploma 

State None

Number of 
credits may be 

reduced

Alternate cour-
ses can be used 
to earn required 
course credits

Performance 
criteria may be 

lowered Other1 No response

Alabama B
Alaska B
Arizona B B
Arkansas B
California B
Colorado B
Connecticut B
Delaware B
Florida B
Georgia B B
Hawaii B
Idaho B
Illinois B
Indiana NSR

Iowa B B B B
Kansas B
Kentucky B
Louisiana B



State None

Number of 
credits may be 

reduced

Alternate cour-
ses can be used 
to earn required 
course credits

Performance 
criteria may be 

lowered Other1 No response
Maine NSR

Maryland B
Massachusetts B
Michigan B B
Minnesota B B B B
Mississippi B
Missouri B B B
Montana B B B
Nebraska B B B

Nevada NSR

New Hampshire NSR

New Jersey B
New Mexico B B
New York B
North Carolina B
North Dakota B B B
Ohio B B
Oklahoma B
Oregon B B
Pennsylvania B
Rhode Island B B
South Carolina B
South Dakota B
Tennessee B B B
Texas B
Utah B B B
Vermont B B
Virginia B
Washington B B
West Virginia B
Wisconsin B B B
Wyoming B
District of 
Columbia

B

TOTAL 6 6 1 10 30 9

NSR = No Survey Response; other checkmarks in the No Response column indicate no response to this survey item.
Note: States in bold letter indicate those states that currently have or will be implementing an exit exam for all graduating seniors.
1 Other options included: accommodations in coursework and testing on exit exam (AL, CA, DE, GA, IL, MD, TN, VA, WI), LEA may substitute credit 
in special ed for regular ed as long as course content requirements are generally the same (AR), addressed in IEP (CT, DE, ID, IA, MI, MS, NJ, ND, 
OH, OR, SD, WV), alternate courses can be used to earn required course credits with waiver (GA), state-level individual consideration process (MA), 
extensions (KY, FL), modified curriculum (MN, NM), and districts develop òBody of Evidenceó plan and establish performance criteria cutoffs (WY).
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Diploma Options

High school graduation diplomas available for youth with disabilities

State
Honors 
Diploma

Regular/
Standard 
Diploma

IEP/Special 
Ed. Diploma

Certificate of 
Attendance

Certificate of 
Achieve-

ment
Occupation

Diploma Other 1 No response

Alabama B B B B
Alaska B B
Arizona B
Arkansas B B B
California B
Colorado B B B B B
Connecticut B B B B B
Delaware B B B B B
Florida B B B B
Georgia B B B
Hawaii B
Idaho B
Illinois B B
Indiana NSR

Iowa B B B
Kansas B



State
Honors 
Diploma

Regular/
Standard 
Diploma

IEP/Special 
Ed. Diploma

Certificate of 
Attendance

Certificate of 
Achieve-

ment
Occupation

Diploma Other 1 No response
Kentucky B
Louisiana B B B
Maine NSR

Maryland B B
Massachusetts B
Michigan B B B B
Minnesota B
Mississippi B B
Missouri B B B
Montana B B
Nebraska B B B B B B B B
Nevada NSR

New Hampshire NSR

New Jersey B
New Mexico B B
New York B B B
North Carolina B
North Dakota B B B B
Ohio B B
Oklahoma B
Oregon B B B B
Pennsylvania B
Rhode Island B B
South Carolina B B B
South Dakota B
Tennessee B B B B
Texas B
Utah B B
Vermont B
Virginia B B B
Washington B B
West Virginia B
Wisconsin B B B B B
Wyoming B B
District of 
Columbia

B B B

TOTAL 11 45 12 17 11 4 16 5

NSR = No Survey Response; other checkmarks in the No Response column indicate no response to this survey question.
Note: States in bold letters indicate those states that currently have or will be implementing an exit exam for all graduating seniors.
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