NCSET Essential Tools
Community Resource Mapping


Community Resource Mapping Tool 9: Identifying Dissemination Infrastructure and Resources
Task: Identify the mechanisms available for communicating and disseminating your action plan and developed technical assistance strategies.

Process: Step 1: For each product (including your action plan), identify the mechanisms available at the national, state, county/regional, and local levels for sharing information.

Step 2: Consider the feasibility of each available mechanism as it pertains to the larger plan, and select a variety of mechanisms that meet your needs and the needs of your target audiences. 

	Mechanism
	National level
	State level
	County/
regional level
	Local level

	Internet strategies

Web sites

E-mail alerts

Online forums

Electronic publications

Listservs
	
	
	
	

	Outreach opportunities

Networking events

Conferences

Workshops

Meetings

Training events

Coursework
	
	
	
	

	Media vehicles

Newsletters

Reports

Training manuals

Brochures

Press releases

Advertisements

Public service announcements
Videos, audiotapes, and CDs
	
	
	
	


A note on developing products: Products, like policies and practices, should directly respond to the needs of your community. Some of these needs will be clearly stated while others will be simply implied. It is to your advantage to pilot your products with targeted audiences, and pay close attention to feedback. The more you know about the impact of your product(s), the better advised you will be when modifying these materials to make them more effective. It is important to communicate to stakeholders how each product is compatible with their needs, beliefs, and circumstances. Examine the feedback across audiences, identify trends in needs and wants, and produce products that are useful for more than one stakeholder group.
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