NCSET Essential Tools
Cultural and Linguistic Diversity: Implications for Transition Personnel


Tool 3: MAPS Sample: Putting It All Together—Kaleo’s Profile
What’s unique about me?

Hi, my name is Kaleo. I am very unique. In fact, there are only a few people that know certain things about me. For example, I am very interested in becoming a forest ranger or someone who maintains hiking trails. I might also be interested in doing something out-of-doors with animals. Very few people know that I’m quite self-sufficient when I’m in the “woods.” I can come up with creative ideas about how to set up camp and the best ways to cook and take care of myself. I think I have good “survival” skills.

There are certain situations where I thrive. If I’m in an environment like the following, I do VERY well:

Outside as opposed to inside, in the country as opposed to the city, in calm as opposed to hectic settings, where it is quiet, and around very few people as opposed to lots of people. I like slow-paced, easygoing tasks as opposed to fast-paced, think-on-your feet tasks. I like safe, planned, routine tasks where you work with your hands as opposed to academic tasks. 

There are certain things I’ve learned about myself. For example, I’ve learned that the following situations stress me out: 

Indoors in the city, around a lot of people where things are constantly changing. When I’m pressured to do many things at once without much direction, I get nervous and upset. Sometimes when I’m nervous, I get angry and say mean things to people. I like to avoid these situations. 

Things I like to do, that make me feel good and relaxed are: 

Being outside, listening to music, and talking with a few friends.

Environments that make me feel tense or situations that stress me out are:

Time limits, lots of noise, lots of people, writing by hand in front of people, and reading in front of people. 

Who is Kaleo?

Kaleo was born April 1, 1986.

Kaleo is the middle child in his family—his older sister lives away from home while she is attending college, and his younger brother is in eighth grade.

Kaleo is a sophomore in an inclusive high school.

Kaleo likes to play computer games, camp, fish, and ride his skateboard around the neighborhood.
Kaleo gets uncomfortable around large groups of people, but feels good when he’s around just a few close friends and/or family.

Kaleo has a very supportive family.

What are our dreams for Kaleo? 

For Kaleo to have a close circle of supportive friends;

For Kaleo to live as independently as he wishes, with family nearby; 

For Kaleo to have meaningful work which helps him feel connected and contributing to his community; and 

For Kaleo to regularly enjoy recreation and leisure activities of his choosing. 

What are our apprehensions?

For Kaleo to be taken advantage of by other people due to his caring and trusting nature; 

For Kaleo to work and live in segregated environments away from people without disabilities; 

For Kaleo to live away from his family; and 

For social service agencies to be responsible for Kaleo’s care, rather than his family supporting him in a way that will preserve his family’s culture.

What are Kaleo’s strengths, gifts, and abilities? 

His memory and retention of facts;

Expressing himself, when allowed time to do it;

His skills on the computer; and

His love of nature, animals, and genuine caring for people.

What are Kaleo’s greatest challenges?

Reading comprehension and writing;

Getting around independently in the community;

Being able to earn a living doing what he loves to do; and

Being able to calm himself when he gets stressed.

What supports are needed for Kaleo? 

Community access education and preparation for driver’s education;

Functional academics, community-based instruction;

Assistance from computer-literate teacher or peer; and

Calculator to strengthen math skills and writing software to strengthen writing skills.

What would Kaleo’s ideal day look like, and what must be done to make it happen? 

Kaleo’s ideal day would be spent out-of-doors doing something physically active. He would be with one or two close friends, and they would have no time pressures to be at any certain place at a certain time. They would laugh and have fun, eat their favorite foods, and listen to music.

Who are people who can create opportunities for Kaleo?

Kaleo’s science teacher—involved in nature-based clubs;

Mr. Pau, a neighbor, who works for the U.S. Forest Service;

Kaleo’s father and mother, who will work with him on getting a driver’s license; and

Kaleo’s cousin who is majoring in educational technology at college, who will work with Kaleo on assistive technology for strengthening reading and writing skills.
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